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What is Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)?

ÅBRT is a òrapid mode of transportation that can 

provide the quality of rail transit and the 

flexibility of buses.ó

ÅBRT is òa flexible, permanently integrated high-

performance system with a quality image and a 

strong ID.ó



Key Attributes of BRT

Å Speed

Å Reliability

Å Identity and image

Å Passenger-friendly design



BRT Components

Systems

Stations & Terminals

Running Ways

Vehicles

Service Plan from DMJM+Harris





Existing BRT Systems in North America

Å United States
ð Albuquerque
ð Boston
ð Charlotte
ð Chicago
ð Cleveland
ð Denver
ð Eugene
ð Honolulu
ð Kansas City
ð Las Vegas
ð Los Angeles
ð Miami
ð Minneapolis-St. Paul
ð New York City
ð Oakland
ð Orlando
ð Phoenix/Mesa
ð Philadelphia
ð Pittsburgh
ð Providence
ð Sacramento
ð San Jose
ð San Juan
ð Seattle
ð Stockton

Å Canada
ð Calgary

ð Halifax

ð Mississauga

ð Montreal

ð Ottawa

ð Vancouver

ð Waterloo

ð York

Å Mexico
ð Leon

ð Mexico City



Planned BRT Systems in North America

Å United States

ð Aspen

ð Atlanta

ð Detroit

ð Fort Collins

ð Grand Rapids

ð Hartford

ð Monterey

ð Montgomery County, FL

ð Orange County, CA

ð Pinellas County, FL

ð Reno

ð Provo/Orem

ð San Francisco

ÅCanada

ð Brampton

ðWinnipeg

ÅMexico

ðGuadalajara

ð Veracruz



Vehicles

Å Rubber-tired, steered, and/or guided

Å Variety of sizes (up to 80+ feet)

Å Conventional buses or specialized BRT vehicles

Å Environmentally friendly

ðLow emissions

ðQuiet

Å Accessible

Low-floor boarding



Size of BRT Vehicle

Å Standard (40õ) or 

articulated (60õ)?

Å Size requirements/ 

constraints

ðRidership estimates

ð Roadway design 

restrictions

ð Available storage/ 

maintenance facilities

ð Flexibility in routing

Å Current BRT practice

ðMixture of standard and 

articulated

ð Longer-term trend toward 

articulatedArticulated BRT vehicle (Van Hool) 

SOURCE:  KAI

Standard-length BRT vehicle (Gillig) 

SOURCE:  KCATA



Style of BRT Vehicle

ÅRail-like vehicle styles 

available

ðNew vehicles

ðArticulated and standard 

length

ÅRetrofit of existing/ 

conventional -style 

vehicles

ðFront cones

ðWheel covers

ÅComposite bus structure

Stylized BRT vehicle

SOURCE:  NABI



Examples of BRT Vehicles

Los Angeles Metro Rapid

Eugene (OR) EmX (from LTD)

Santa Clara (CA) Rapid (from VTA)

Boston Silver Line (from MBTA)Cleveland Silver Line (from GCRTA)

Kansas City MAX (from KCATA)

Las Vegas MAX (from RTC of Southern NV)

Los Angeles Orange Line (from flickr.com)
York (ON) viva (from flickr.com)


