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Going to take you on a little trip



Street to transit-way can be done in 
this community, as on State.



Planning vignettes to start

Lessons from old hands and wise heads learned 
along the way.



Regional Rail Network an old and 
possible

Future Pattern



Putting the Public in Transit

No I do not mean another meeting.



Old bus system becomes public



Transportation and Land Use

!ǎ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ ƳƻŘŜǎǘȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
pretty good plan and with follow through too.



1970s Dane Land Use Plan

About 10% in non urban places as the then 
existing pattern. Pretty much same pattern 
today. Means there are destinations, places all 
around the region. Not the general American 
pattern.



Contiguous growth a land use plan 
concept.



Now we have been really rolling up 
our sleeves and studying transit.

1985 Transit Priority Corridor

1992 Light Rail Transit

1996 Dane Evaluate Commuter Rail

1997 Vision 2020 (land/transportation)

1998 Dane Commuter Rail Feasibility

2002 Transportation Alternatives Analysis

Ongoing Transport 2020

Present BRT forum 







Observations on Transit Planning from 
a perspective not just of transit studies 

but a life lived in public policy, 
particularly with experience on past 
regional discussions including the 

airport, convention facilities, cultural 
affairs, land use, libraries, public 
safety, regional planning, social 

services, and water quality.



Regional Nature of the Problem

ÅGrowth trends are across the region 

ÅVery real from commuting patterns

ÅMaintenance of regional institutions, including 
UW, major hospitals, state government, 
downtown office market, downtown cultural 
place, visitor services are all key factors

ÅEffect on regional economy

ÅYet little understood



Regional visions, like a bus network 
have to be part of solutions



Our Geography Drives Our Choices: 
city was built on an isthmus



Yup, the city is still on an isthmus, and 
looking quite urban these days.


